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HOW DO WE MEET THE 
CHANGING NEEDS OF 

THE KIDS IN THIS 
COMMUNITY?

THE CHALLENGE
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Challenges:
 Desireable space 

but unused

Challenges:
Space is loud and 
furniture does not 

support group work

Challenges: 
New books are less 
seen and not ideal 

to browse

Challenges: 
Space only accommodates 
group seating, but many 
individuals sit here

Challenges: 
Space is not practical, layout 
creates bottleneck effect with 
everything along sides

Challenges:
Space is heavily used, but fills 
up quickly

Level 1 - Existing
Challenges to Address

LEVEL ONE - CHALLENGES
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Challenges: 
Furniture does not provide 

privacy along aisle

Challenges: 
Hard to see and not very used

STACKS
Challenges: 
Rooms heavily used 
by groups, there is 
no acoustic privacy

Challenges: 
Room is unused

Challenges: 
Space is used a little mostly by 
individuals and furniture does 

not support this

Challenges: 
Study desks are heavily used but 
fill up quickly

Challenges: 
Reference desk is unnecessarily 
taking up space here

Level 2 - Existing
Challenges to Address

LEVEL TWO - CHALLENGES
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Challenges: 
Only accommodates very young 
kids, but kids of all ages use this 
space

Challenges: 
Heavily used but only during 

program hours

Challenges: 
Great space, but very bright and hot 

with metal furniture

Challenges: 
New book section is a bit 

out of the way

Challenges: 
Space is used frequently, but can 

only be used during program 
hours, ladder is dangerous for 

unsupervised children

Challenges: 
Reception does not have full 
visibility of space, space not 
used well

Challenges: 
Space not maximized, center 
seating enjoyed by all, but 
best for toddlers, toddlers 
don’t have a lot of space to 
play or crawl around, seating 
not comfortable for adults

Challenges: 
Shorter children are hard to see 
when wandering through stacks
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Challenges to Address

LEVEL THREE - CHALLENGES
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General Diagram
 To be Followed on Each Floor

OVERALL BUILDING PLAN DIAGRAM
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Location Remains: 
Improve seating & 

layout to encourage 
more visitors

Location Remains: 
Make more inviting 
with better furniture

Location Remains: 
Optimize furniture 
for individual use

Location Remains/Expands: 
Maximize space with 
improved layout, add more 
study desks

Location Remains: 
Help desk moves central to 
open up main circulation space, 
self check-out and informational 
kiosks take its place

Location Remains:
Improve acoustics, replace 

existing tables with larger ones 
and add additional to allow 

groups of people to work and 
better lounge seating

Partially Relocated: 
Combine new books 
and books for sale, 
improve layout and 
improve display of 

new materials

Relocated: 
Combined, central 

help desk convenient 
for all users of the 

space, moved out of 
the center of traffic 
to avoid bottleneck
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Level 1 - New
How Challenges are Addressed

LEVEL ONE - SOLUTIONS
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Location Remains: 
Maximize space with improved 

furniture layout and more 
privacy for individuals

Location Remains: 
Health room to become additional 
study room, add sound-proofing 
and white boards

Location Remains/Expands: 
Relocate stacks to expand study 
space, add additional desks or 
study “pods”

Relocated: 
Relocate stacks to expand 
study space

Replaced: 
Reference desk combined with help 
desk on first floor, small 
informational kiosks to replace desk

Location Remains: 
Provide more private seating for 

individuals

Level 2 - New
How Challenges are Addressed

LEVEL TWO - SOLUTIONS
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Replaced: 
Provide study space for tweens 
and teens with work desks and 
soft seating

Location Remains: 
Add seating around game 
board if possible

Relocated: 
Central help desk for 
visibility of entrances and 
central space, display new 
books here

Location Remains/ Shrinks: 
Use purely as entrance with 
events boards, and 
potentially coat hooks

Relocated: 
Move easy-reader stacks 
down to open up central 
lounge/study space and allow 
visibility into stacks when 
children are wandering

Location Remains: 
Add lockable storage or storage 

room to allow use during 
non-program hours, replace  

furniture with flexible tables for 
program and non-program activities

Location Remains: 
Create a more inviting terrace with 
umbrellas or other shade devices 

and better, non-metal furniture

Location Remains/Shrinks: 
Condense room, provide flexible 
furniture that can be moved out 

of the way, potentially remove 
ladder, make this space usable 

during non-program hours

Location Remains/Expands: 
Expand central space for open 

work/study/lounge space, provide 
flexible furniture for all work types 

including soft seating, seating to be 
geared towards kids from babies to 

teens with seating for parents

Level 3 - New
How Challenges are Addressed

LEVEL THREE - SOLUTIONS
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LEVEL ONE - INITIAL PLAN

Central Help Desk Lounge Spaces
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LEVEL ONE - POST-COVID CONSIDERATIONS

Central Help Desk Lounge Spaces



FAN ROOM
STAFF

LOUNGE
BUSINESS

MANAGER'S
OFFICE

ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR'S

OFFICE

DIRECTOR'S
OFFICE

REFERENCE
OFFICE

STAIRS
ELEVATOR

RESTROOM

STUDY
ROOM

STUDY
ROOM

STUDY
ROOM

STUDY
ROOM

STUDY
ROOM STAIRS

STUDY
SPACE

LOUNGE

LOUNGE

REFERENCE STACKS
CHILDREN'S NON-FICTION & 

BIOGRAPHIES

TE
ST

 M
AT

ER
IA

L

BI
OG

RA
PH

IE
S

NON-FICTION STACKS FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
STACKS

MAIN STAIRS

HISTORY
ROOM

INFORMATION KIOSK

REFERENCE 
COMPUTERS

LOUNGE

LEVEL TWO - POST-COVID CONSIDERATIONS
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